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This content was selected with Year 2 pupils in mind but could be used with Year 1 pupils if a two year cycle is being used with mixed age classes.
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1

© Personal experience

SPECIAL PLACES (Autumn term)

Key questions

Suggested activities

Links to other curricufum
areas/initiatives

What makes our
homes special?

Where is my
favourite place in my
home? Why is it
special?

What makes our
school and our
town/village special?

What special places
have | visited? Why
are these places
special? How did |
feel when | was
there?

Talk about why the home is a special place, e.g. a place where the things that
matter to us (people, animals, possessions) may be found, a place where we
belong and feel safe (although this sadly won't be true for all children), a place
where we can be ourselves, a place for sharing family events and celebrations.
Identify each pupil’s favourite place in their home, e.qg. their bedroom, the bottom of
the bed with their toys, a ‘den’, a place in the garden. What makes this their special
place? How do they feel when in their special place?

Create a class book of the pupils’ special places. Ask the children to take photos or
draw pictures of their special places. Alternatively, recreate their special place in a
shoebox.

Talk about the reasons why the school is a special place for the children, e.g. a
place to learn, to enjoy sports and activities, to meet with friends.

Discuss the reasons why the town/village is special, e.g. well-known buildings,
famous people associated with the place, focal characters.

Ask the children to write a poem entitled My Special School/Village/Town. This could
be a class poem.

Identify special places visited by the children. This might be a day visit to the coast
or a holiday location which holds special memories. Collect and display
photographs, postcards and illustrations with captions explaining why the place is
special.

Ask the children to close their eyes and imagine they are in a place that is special to
them. In their imagination, what do they see, hear, smell, touch? What would they
bring back from their special place if they could? Make links between places and
associations (people, memories, etc) and feelings.

- Personal, social and
emotional development

- Art and design
- Design and technology

- Social development
- Fundamentat British
values

- Literacy

- Art and design

- Spiritual development




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1

=ﬁ= Christianity

SPECIAL PLACES (Autumn term)

Key questions

Suggested activities

Links to other curriculum
areas/initiatives

Why are churches
special places for
Christians?

What do we find
inside and outside
churches?

What happens in
church at Harvest
Festival?

Visit a local church. (If this is not practicable, use pictures of a church instead.)

Explain that this is a special place where Christians gather every Sunday to worship

God and Jesus. It is a place where babies are christened, people are married and

funerals are held. It is a peaceful place where people can come and pray to Jesus

and God (provided it is not locked!)

Make the children aware of features such as the following:

- Headstones in the graveyard (where the dead are buried)

- The tower or spire or steeple (pointing upwards, making the building visible from
a distance and housing the bells that summon people to worship)

- The shape of the building {(usually in the form of a cross when viewed from
above)

- The altar, the lectern, the pulpit and the font

- Symbols (including the cross)

- Pictures and statues of Jesus, God, Mary, saints, etc

- Stained glass windows

The children could use shoe boxes to make model churches.

Tell the children about Harvest Festival, when many churches are filled with food
and harvest produce: fruit, wheat, bread in the shape of a wheat sheaf, etc. (If the
church visit takes place in the first half of term, it may coincide with harvest.)
Explain that at Harvest Festival Christians thank God for providing us with food,
especially food that is grown, and give food and money to people that need it.

The children could write their own words of thanks for some of the good things they
have in their lives. They could either begin by writing, “I am thankful for ...", or they
could choose to write a prayer beginning, “Thank you, God, for ...”

- Spiritual development
- Fundamental British
values

- Design and technology

- Spiritual and moral
development

- Fundamental British
values

- Spiritual development




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1 SPECIAL PLACES (Autumn term)

I:II]:I Christianity (continued)

Key questions

Suggested activities

Links to other curriculum
areas/initiatives

What happens in
church during
Advent?

Using pictures from the internet, explain to the children about what happens in

church during Advent, the weeks leading up to Christmas:

- On each of the four Sundays in Advent, candles are lit around the advent wreath:
one on the first Sunday, two on the second and so on. On Christmas Eve or
Christmas Day, a fifth white candle is often lit in the centre of the wreath. This
represents Jesus, the light of the world.

- In homes, many Christians count off the days leading up to Christmas using
advent candles and advent calendars.

- Christmas trees, lights and decorations are put up in many churches.

- Many churches have a Christmas crib on display showing the nativity scene.

- Many churches hold candie-lit carol services and Christingle services. A
Christingle consists of an orange with a red ribbon tied around it. Four cocktail
sticks are pushed into the orange in the form of a cross. Soft fruits and sweets
are impaled on the cocktail sticks and a candle is inserted into the top of the
orange. The orange represents the world. The red ribbon represents the blood of
Jesus. The cocktail sticks represent the four seasons as well as the cross. The
fruits and the sweets represent the fruits of the earth. The candle represents
Jesus, the light of the world.

Children could make their own Christingles and take part in a Christingle assembly

(leaving their candles unlit for reasons of health and safety).




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1

X:X Judaism

SPECIAL PLACES (Autumn term)

Key questions

Suggested activities

Links to other curriculum
areas/initiatives

What happens
during the festival of
Sukkot and what
does this remind
Jews of?

Why is the Western
Wall so special to
Jews today?

During the festival
of Hanukkah, how
do Jews remember
the miracle that
happened when
temple was
recaptured?

Show the children pictures of a sukkah (a cube-shaped structure with an open side

and a flat roof decorated with foliage and hanging fruits). Explain that during the

festival of Sukkot, which takes place in September or October, Jewish families build

sukkot (sukkot is the plural of sukkah) in their gardens and eat and sometimes sleep

in them. This reminds Jews of two things:

- The shelters in which their ancestors slept when they crossed the desert having
been led out of slavery in Egypt by Moses.

- The shelters which were used at harvest time by the labourers in the fields.

Children could make their own model sukkot or the whole class could help to build a

replica of a sukkah in the classroom.

Show the children pictures of Herod's temple in Jerusalem. This was the third temple:

the one Jesus knew and the one that features in the story of Hanukkah (see below).
Show pictures of Jews worshipping at the Western Wall today and explain that this is

all that remains of the temple. For Jews it remains the most special place in the world.

Children could use shoe boxes to make models of Herod’s temple.

Read/tell the story of Hanukkah, which takes place in December. (At the time of
writing there is a brief animated account on YouTube.) The children could re-tell the
story in pictures with captions or through drama.

Show the children a nine branched candlestick called a hanukiah or a hanukkah
menorah (preferably an actual one, otherwise a picture). Explain that during the eight
nights of the festival of Hanukkah, candles are placed in the Hanukiah and lit: one on
the first night, two on the second night and so on until the eighth night. The ninth
candle (the ‘shamesh’ or ‘slave’) is lit every night. The other candles are lit from it.
The festival is to do with oil and during it foods cooked in oil, such as doughnuts and
latkes (potato pancakes) are eaten. Children could literally get a taste of the festival
by making and eating these.

- Cultural development
- Fundamental British
values

- Design and technology

- Literacy

- Literacy, drama

- Cultural development
- Fundamental British
values

- Design and technology




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1

@ Personal experience

SPECIAL WORDS AND STORIES (Spring term)

Key questions Suggested activities Links to other curricutum
areas/initiatives
What are our special ¢ Share with the children a book or a story that is ‘special’ to you, the teacher. Explain | - Literacy
books and stories? why it is special, e.g. the story or a particular character might impress or the book
Why are these might have been a present from someone special.
special? + Invite the children to share books and stories which are special to them and the
reasons why, e.g. it might be the first book/story they learned to read for themselves.
+ Make a display of the books. Discuss how ‘special’ books should be treated.
What are our
favourite nursery s Ask the children to identify their favourite nursery rhymes, poems and songs. - ll(/;tlesriec‘:cy

rhymes, poems and
songs? Why are
these our favourites?

What were our first .

words?

What are our
favourite words?
Why are these words
our favourites?

Encourage them to talk about why they like them so much. Add these to the display
with captions to show who chose them and why they are special. Create a class
book of special poems and prayers.

Ask each child to identify the first word they learned to say. They may need to ask
their parents/carers about this. Did any of them say the same word?

Ask each child to identify their favourite word and to explain why this is their
favourite. They could use computers to print out their favourite words using a
‘bubble’ font and they could colour in or decorate the letters. These could then be
added to the display.

- Spiritual development
- Computing




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1

Eﬂ:' Christianity

- SPECIAL WORDS AND STORIES (Spring term)

Key questions Suggested activities Links to other curriculum
: areas/initiatives
What is the Bible and Show the children a copy of the Bible. Explain that it is in two main parts.
why is it so special to The longer part comes first. It is the oldest part of the Bible, so it is called the Old
Christians? Testament. The Old Testament contains stories about things that happened to the
Jewish people before Jesus was born. It is the holy book of the Jews (the Tanakh).
¢ The New Testament contains stories about Jesus, who was himself a Jew. It also
describes things that happened in the years after he died.
e Explain why the Bible is so special to Christians. Identify when and where the Bible
is read, e.g. in church or by individuals/families at home.
What do some Bible
stories tell us about - Literacy

Jesus?

What is the Lord’s
Prayer and why is it
special for
Christians?

» Explain that the Bible contains four accounts of the life of Jesus, written by Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John. The children could listen to or watch some stories about
Jesus. (Suitable stories may be found by ‘googiling’ Essex SACRE and going to Key
Stage 1 Stories from world religions.) Ask what these stories tell us about Jesus.
Explain why these stories are special to Christians. The children could retell the
stories through writing and pictures or they couid act them out.

¢ Read the Lord’s Prayer to the children. Explain that this is a speciai prayer because
Jesus taught it to his followers. Discuss the meaning of some of the words, e.g. why
Christians might ask God to forgive them and why they should forgive others.

¢ |nvite the children to write their own prayers. This will need a careful introduction,
such as “Some of us believe in God, some of us don't and some of us aren’t sure.
Whether we believe in God or not, let's write our own prayers imagining we are
Christians who do believe in God”. Some of the prayers could be read in assembly.

- Literacy, art and
design, drama

- Spiritual development




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1 SPECIAL WORDS AND STORIES (Spring term)

':II]:I Christianity (continued)

Key questions

Suggested activities

Links to other curriculum
areas/initiatives

What is the Bible
story of the death
and resurrection of
Jesus?

What are Easter
Gardens?

Read/tell the Easter story: the story of the death and resurrection of Jesus. When
doing so, it will be important to make the children aware that the resurrection is a
matter of belief. The great majority of Christians believe that Jesus was raised from
the dead. Many others do not share this belief. A suitable account (Death and new
life) may be found by ‘googling’ Essex SACRE and going to Key Stage 1 Stories
from world religions. A simple version of the story may also be found on the
CBeebies lets celebrate website.

Show the children pictures of Easter gardens, which are made and displayed in
many churches and Christian homes at Easter. The gardens remind Christians of
the story of the death and resurrection of Jesus.

An Easter garden has three essential features: a mound with three crosses to
represent Calvary; a stone or stone-like structure (e.g. one made of modelling clay)
to suggest the empty tomb; and lots of greenery and flowers to symbolise new life.
The children could make their own Easter gardens which could then be displayed.

- Literacy

- Design and technology




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1

@ Sikhism

SPECIAL WORDS AND STORIES (Spring term)

Key questions Suggested activities Links to other curricufum
areas/initiatives
This introduction is the same as for Year 1 SPECIAL PEOPLE
+ Show the children pictures of Guru Nanak. Ask, “What do you notice about him?”
“When and where do you think he lived?” “Who do you think he might be?” _
+ Explain to the children that Guru Nanak lived 500 years ago in the Punjab, an area - History, geography
of land that today is partly in Pakistan and partly in India. He started a new religion | - Cultural development
calted Sikhism. Many Sikh men wear a turban as a sign of their religion. - Fundamental British
values
What extraordinary « Readtell the story entitted Guru Nanak’s songs of praise, which may be found by

experience led Guru
Nanak to write songs
in praise of God?

What is the Guru
Granth Sahib?

How do Sikhs show
that this is a very
special book?

‘googling’ Essex SACRE and going to Key Stage 1 Stories from world religions. The
story tells of how, according to Sikh tradition, Nanak had an extraordinary
experience which inspired him to compose and sing songs of praise to God.

Show the children a YouTube clip of Sikh devotional songs (bhajans or shabads)
being sung, probably to the accompaniment of harmonium and tabla drums.

Explain that many of Guru Nanak’s songs may be found in the Guru Granth Sahib,
the holy book of the Sikhs. Show the children pictures of the Guru Granth Sahib.
Explain that Sikhs treat the Guru Granth Sahib with great respect. It resides in the
gurdwara (Sikh temple). During the day it is placed on a stand called a throne which
is covered by a canopy. At night it is placed on a bed in a special room set aside for
that purpose. All this is done with great ceremony. It is carried on the head and
Sikhs bow down in front of it. They never turn their back on it or turn the soles of
their feet towards it. Just as a servant would wave a ‘fly whisk’ over his master, so
an attendant waves a chauri (yak hair fan) over the Guru Granth Sahib. (See
YouTube clip entitled 'Sikhs holy book are carried to nightly rest’.)

- Literacy

- Cultural development
- Fundamental British
values

- Cultural development
- Fundamental British
values




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1 SPECIAL WORDS AND STORIES (Spring term}

@ Sikhism (continued)

Links to other curricuium

Key questions | Suggested activities

areas/initiatives
How does the Sikh « Explain to the children how the Guru Granth Sahib is used to determine a baby's - Cultural development
holy book help name. The holy book is opened at random. The first letter of the first word on the - Fundamental British

parents choose their
baby's name?

left-hand page will be the first letter of the child’'s name, chosen by the parents. The
surname is pre-determined. It will be Singh meaning ‘lion’ for boys and Kaur
meaning ‘princess’ for girls.

s The children could copy the Sikh method of choosing a baby’'s name using other
books. What letter will their baby’s name begin with? What name would they choose
for their baby?

e The children could find out the meaning of their own names. Now they know the
meaning, does their name suit them? They could write out their own names, then
the meaning of their names and then say why it suits them — or not.

values

- Personal. Social and
emotional development
- Fundamental British
values




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1 SPECIAL WAYS OF LIVING (Summer term}

@ Personal experience

Key questions Suggested activities Links to other curriculum
areas/initiatives
What are the ‘special’ » Talk about the pattern of each child's day. Ask each child to make a ‘timeline’ of - Personal, social and

times/events in my
day/week/year?

How do | care for o

others?

What can | do to help
make the world a
better place?

his/her day. This could be done in words and pictures. Dispiay the results and
compare similarities and differences.

Talk about the pattern of each child’s week and the things they do at weekends. Are
there any activities they do regularly, e.g. sports, dance, playing an instrument,
Beavers or Rainbows, going to church or another place of worship.

Discuss the times of each day or week the children enjoy most: their favourite times,

their ‘special’ times. They could write and/or create pictures of their special times.
Ask the children to talk about special days in the year, e.g. their birthdays,
Christmas, New Year, bonfire night, the day they go on holiday.

Ask the children to think about the times and ways in which they care for others, e.g.

helping a younger sibling to get dressed, heiping their mother/father/carer or a
friend. Discuss how they feel when they have helped others.

Talk about ways in which the children can help make the world a better place, e.g.
by ‘living out’ the core values of the school, being kind to others, picking up litter,
locking after animals, planting bulbs, collecting for charities.

emotional development

- Spiritual, moral and
social development

- Fundamental British
values




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1

Eﬂ:' Christianity

SPECIAL WAYS OF LIVING (Summer term}

Key questions Suggested activities Links to other curricufum
areas/initiatives
What does the story The children could listen to or watch (on YouTube for example) the story of the - Literacy

Jesus told about the
Good Samaritan tell
us about how we
should live our lives?
How do Christians
show love and care
for others?

What happens in
church on Sunday?

What does a vicar do
on Sundays and
week days? Why
does he or she live in
this way?

Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). Explain to the children that this was a story Jesus
told to show us how we should act towards others. The children could retell the story
through pictures with captions or by acting it out.

Tell the children that Jesus said we should “love one another” (John 13:34). Talk
about or better still invite a Christian in to talk about some of the things that
Christians do to help others today, through charitable work, fundraising, running food
banks, supporting the homeless, etc.

The children could design posters for a Christian cause.

Taik about or better still invite a Christian in to talk about what happens in a church
on Sunday. Services are held with hymns, prayers, Bible readings and a sermon.
Children may attend ‘Sunday School’ or suchlike.

The children could plan a Sunday service, choosing suitable hymns, prayers, Bible
readings and the theme or message of the sermon.

Invite a priest in to describe the life of a vicar and to answer the children’s questions
about what they do and the clothes they wear. Discuss why he or she chooses to
become a priest and to live in this way.

The children could write brief diary entries for a week in the life of a vicar listing key
activities, e.g. Saturday — 2pm Marriage service, Sunday — 8am Church service,
10am — Church service with Christening, 6pm — Church service, Monday — 11am
Funeral service, Tuesday — day off, etc.

- Literacy, drama

- Moral and social
development

- Fundamental British
values

- Art and design




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1

% Buddhism

SPECIAL WAYS OF LIVING (Summer term)

Key questions Suggested activities Links to other curriculum
areas/initiatives

Who was the e Show the children a Buddha image (preferably an actual one, otherwise a picture).

Buddha? Ask, “What do you notice about him?” “When and where do you think he lived?” “Who

How do Buddhists
try to live their
lives?

do you think he might be?” “What is he doing?” “How does he feel?” Draw attention to
his calm peaceful expression and his simple robes.

Explain to the children that the Buddha lived 500 years before Jesus in present-day
Nepal and that he started a religion called Buddhism. It is an unusual religion because
Buddhists do not have a god. The Buddha was a man not a god.

Buddhists believe that peacefulness and wisdom can be achieved through meditation
and many Buddhists spend time every day meditating.

Buddhists also try to follow The Noble Eightfold Path in their daily lives. This is a set
of eight principles for living, comprising right understanding, right thought, right
speech, right action, right way of living, right effort, right awareness and right
concentration. The eight-spoked wheel symbolises The Noble Eightfold Path.

Ask the children to write/draw examples of right thought, right speech, right action,
right way of living and right effort.

The following is largely based on information provided on the website of an American
photographer: http://www.leecraker.com/wp/child_monks His photographs and the
accompanying text reveal what happened when young boys from rural Thailand became
novice Buddhist monks or ‘temple boys’ for two weeks one summer. N.B. If you scroll down
fo the last image, it keeps changing showing many different aspects of the boys’ experience.

(]

Show the children photographs of young Buddhists who have become child monks.
Explain that in countries such as Thailand and Sri Lanka, once they have passed their
eighth birthday, many boys (and some girls) become monks (or nuns) for a short time.
They believe that by doing this they gain merit for themselves and their families.

- History, geography

- Cultural development
- Fundamental British
values

- Spiritual development
- Moral development

- Fundamental British
values

- Literacy, art and
design

- Geography

- Cultural development
- Fundamental British
values




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 1 SPECIAL WAYS OF LIVING (Summer term)

'& Buddhism (continued)

Key questions Suggested activities Links to other curriculum
areas/initiatives
What happens to o Describe what happens to boys in Thailand who become child monks or ‘temple - Geography

Buddhist boys in
Thaitand when they
live as child monks?

boy

s

Like the Buddha, they have their heads shaved (for hygiene and cleanliness and
so they don't fuss about hairstyles).

They are presented simple robes like those of the Buddha which they wear at all
times (so they don't fuss about their clothes).

They promise to obey The Ten Precepts (to refrain from harming any living thing,
taking what is not given, indulging in sexual misconduct, lying and using abusive
language, drinking alcohol and taking drugs, eating other than at set mealtimes,
indulging in unseemly public displays, wearing things like jewellery, sleeping on a
comfortable bed and accepting gold or silver).

The needs of the monks are met by the local community. The child monks
accompany the adult monks on their morning walk to receive food and other
donations from local villagers. They carry the ‘alms bowls’ for the adult monks.
They do housework and odd jobs around the Buddhist monastery where they
stay.

They take part in meditation, chanting and worship of the Buddha.

When they are a bit older, they may choose to rejoin the monastery and live as
‘proper’ monks.

¢ The children could do a piece of empathetic writing in which they imagine they are
‘temple boys’. The title could be A Day In My Life As A Young Buddhist Monk.

- Moral development
- Fundamental British
values

- Spiritual development

- Literacy




